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Possibility of international students’ practical use as culture information source: Through the
activity that international students read their Picture-card shows to kindergarteners
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Summary

Although the importance of interactions between foreign students in Japan and Japanese students, as well as
exchange between foreign students and the native community around them are often studied and reported on,
and the value of such interactions have long been well-known, there still remain various impediments that keep
these exchanges and activities between foreign students and their Japanese counterparts and communities from
going smoothly.

Here, the author defines a “cultural information source” as foreign students imparting new cultural informa-
tion to the community around them through various activities; for example by participating in projects such as
making traditional Japanese Picture-card shows using folktales from their own countries, and then presenting
these to local Japanese kindergartens. One goal of a series of such projects is, of course, furthering interaction
between foreign students and their local Japanese community.

In this report, based on a general survey of such interactive activities, analysis of the foreign students’ project
reports, and so on, I will discuss the possibilities for social contributions by foreign students as a “cultural infor-
mation source”.

0 Key words : foreign students, native community, reading traditional Japanese Picture-card, cultural informa-

tion source, kindergarten[]
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